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See you at the first annual Haida Gwaii Coast Watch workshop! Many of you 
requested a workshop to share information with one another ahead of the 
tourism season. We have presentations lined up with whale researcher Laura 
Feyrer, Haida Fisheries abalone biologist Sharon Jeffery, and more.
Whale photo: Jared Towers, Fisheries and Oceans Canada . Abalone photo: Lynn Lee

Little Abalone Like Them Leaky Condos
by Haida Fisheries Program

Haida Fisheries Program built rows 
of leaky condos and the ‘buyers’ 
are happy! Made from commer-
cial crab pots filled with concrete 
bricks, abalone condos are arti-
ficial habitats placed underwater 
where abalone like to live. Once 
or twice a year, Haida Fisheries 
divers monitor the number and size 
of young abalone that have taken 
up residence within the protected 
confines of the bricks. Our goal is 
to measure juvenile abalone abun-
dance using these condos 
because small abalone hide 
and are difficult to find in 
their natural habitat.  
 The abalone population 
has not increased in any of 
the research sites over our 
years of survey work – that’s 
what the abalone condos say. 
This result is consistent with 
what DFO index site surveys in 

Haida Gwaii and other parts of the 
BC coast are showing. The reason 
for this lack of recovery, despite 
the total ban on abalone harvesting 
since 1990, appears to be continued 
illegal harvest. Poor reproductive 
success due to sparse abundance is 
also a contributing factor. 
 To further test the possibility 
that abalone do not exist in dense 
enough numbers for successful 
reproduction to occur, researchers 
in BC and Washington artificially 

Whales, Abalone & Making 
Coast Watch Better

Saturday April 25, 2009
Haida Heritage Centre

at Kaay Llnagaay
10am to 4pm

YOU ARE
INVITED!

 

Juvenile abalone living it up in a condo.
Photo: Bart DeFreitas, Haida Fisheries Program



aggregated reproductive abalone 
to see if that would lead to greater 
numbers of juveniles. We were one 
of the first groups in BC to try this 
method of enhancement – analysis 
of this work will help determine if 
our efforts are successful. Prelimi-
nary results from DFO and Parks 
Canada studies show an increase 
in the number of juveniles near 
aggregation areas, indicating that 
population densities contribute to 
reproductive success. Research in 
Washington also supports this idea 
– in addition to critically low den-
sities, their surveys saw an increase 
in the average size of abalone be-
tween 1992 and 2006, caused by an 
aging population that is not being 
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supplemented by young abalone.
 Condos may also help us find 
out how fast abalone grow. Those 
that are surveyed twice a year con-
sistently show more abalone under 
20mm shell length in April than 
in July, when larger abalone are 
found. Growth of abalone within 
the condos likely explains this in-

April July

Abalone less than 20mm long (red bars in graph) are likely to be 
less than a year old. These smaller abalone are abundant in April 
but not seen in July, suggesting that they have grown to 20mm or 
larger by summer.
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Skincuttle Research Area – Abalone Condos

crease in size, suggesting that young 
abalone grow at least 10mm over the 
three month period.  
 Other Haida Fisheries Program 
abalone projects include tagging 
studies, and abundance studies in 
urchin removal areas. Stay tuned for 
more interesting findings from our 
continuing abalone research work.
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A condo housing abalone and other 
marine life. Photo: Lynn Lee


