
January 2007

Approximately 11,000 northern abalone illegally fished from North Coast and 
Haida Gwaii waters, seized in February 2006 by Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
in Prince Rupert. Three BC men have now been charged in connection with the 
seizure.DFO News Releases about abalone are available on the website: 
www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/ops/fm/shellfish/abalone/news_e.htm 
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Happy New Year from the Haida Gwaii 
Abalone Stewards! Thank you for your continuing 
vigilence that helps protect abalone in the waters around Haida Gwaii.

Haida Fisheries into 10th Year of Monitor-
ing Local Abalone Populations by Bart DeFreitas
2007 marks the 10th year of Haida 
Fisheries Program (HFP) north-
ern abalone monitoring. Prior to 
1998, Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
(DFO) conducted adult abalone 
index site surveys along eastern 
Moresby Island only once every 
4 to 5 years. With funding from 
the Habitat Stewardship Program 
for Species-at-Risk and techni-
cal support from DFO, HFP has 
expanded the geographic scope of 
Haida Gwaii abalone surveys and 
initiated complementary work to 
better understand the apparent lack 
of abalone population recovery 
around the Islands.

From 1998 to 2001, the HFP com-
pleted extensive habitat surveys 

and tagged ~1,700 abalone in areas 
where local knowledge and commer-
cial fishery records indicate former 
abundances of abalone. 

From 2002 to 2006 efforts focused 
on population rebuilding strategies. 
In addition to unknown levels of on-
going poaching, abalone may not be 
successfully reproducing. Abalone 
are broadcast spawners which means 
that individuals of separate sexes 
release eggs and sperm directly into 
the water where they must meet in 
order to produce abalone larva. Mea-
sured abalone population densities 
are ~75% lower than those found 
during the late 1970s, and the low 
densities today are likely causing 
low spawning success.

Article continued on back 



The Almost-Discovery of Abalone Poaching Pirates by Greg Martin

The Abalone Watch Program is a 
network of Islanders, tour operators 
and others who keep an eye out for 
signs of abalone poaching in the 
waters around Haida Gwaii. The 
Haida Gwaii Watchmen and Swan 
Bay Rediscovery Program are two 
organizations involved in the local 
network.

No suspicious sightings were re-
ported by the Haida Gwaii Watch-
men in 2006. Veteran Watchman 
Golie Hans, who worked at Hot 
Springs Island this season says, 
“When a local comes down here, 
I always discourage them from 
taking abalone because there just 
aren’t that many left.” 

One sharp-eyed group from the 
Swan Bay Rediscovery Program 

did notice some suspicious behav-
ior. While boating in Poole Inlet, 
a group of ten local youths, led by 
Swan Bay leader Captain Trent 
Moraes, observed a boat anchored 
near the shore with buoys close by. 

Approaching cautiously, 
inspection of the possible 
suspicious activity uncov-
ered not Abalone Poach-
ing Pirates, but the Haida 
Fisheries dive team con-
ducting underwater geo-
duck surveys! From this 
uncertain beginning, the 
dive team and youth leader 
agreed to meet again to 
share knowledge of 
abalone biology and 
conservation with the 
Rediscovery youth.

Continuing efforts by the Abalone 
Watch network are needed to deter 
abalone poaching. Keep your eyes 
on the water throughout 2007 and 
report any suspicious activities to 
the Abalone Watch hotline at 
1-800-465-4336.

With eyes riveted on the Haida Fisheries dive 
team, the Swan Bay Rediscovery crew learns 
about abalone conservation and biology within 
abalone habitat in Gwaii Haanas.
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Haida Fisheries Abalone Monitoring article continued from front
To explore this issue of populations 
being below a critical density, HFP 
and DFO established and surveyed 
16 underwater plots. Mature aba-
lone from nearby areas were col-
lected, tagged and transplanted into 
8 plots at densities similar to those 
noted in the 1970s. These increased 
abalone density sites were surveyed 
and compared with those in the 8 
natural plots. The results suggest 
that abalone do not remain in high 
densities. Instead, they disperse 
widely throughout the available 
habitat, where they likely maximize 
feeding opportunities and form 
smaller spawning aggregations. 

Another major monitoring project 
looks at juvenile abalone using 
artificial habitats that are easy to 

survey and able to provide an index 
of juvenile abundance. Juveniles 
in their natural habitats are diffi-
cult to study because their cryptic 
nature and nocturnal behaviour 
make them very difficult for div-
ers to find. The artificial habitats or 
“baby abalone recruitment track-
ers” are made using modi-
fied commercial crab traps 
and concrete bricks. By the 
end of the 2006 field season, 
144 artificial habitats at 36 
sites were in place - a total 
of 899 juvenile abalone were 
measured that year. Abalone 
sizes ranged from 11 to 109 
mm, with an average of 41 
mm shell length.

Annual monitoring of Haida 

Gwaii abalone will continue in 
2007, including a joint HFP and 
DFO survey of abalone index sites 
and artificial habitats along eastern 
Moresby Island. Data from past 
years of field work is being ana-
lyzed this winter and monitoring 
results will be forthcoming.

Juvenile abalone on natural rocky habitat.
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