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December 2009 Risso’s dolphins in shallow water in Bag Harbour. See a news story about 
these unusual encounters at http://wildwhales.org/?p=363. photo: Marik Dombsky

Don’t hang up – We’re not telemarketers!
December is the month for our 
biannual Coast Watch Survey, so 
if one of our dedicated surveyors 
gives you a call, please take the 
time to answer their interview 
questions; it is Christmas after 
all! Your important feedback will 
be used to make the Haida Gwaii 
Coast Watch program one of the 
most effective on the coast. 
 The interviews generally take 
only 5-10 minutes and by partici-
pating in the survey your name will 
be entered into a draw to win one 
of our infamous ‘Hands Off’ aba-
lone T-shirts, a Coast Watch 
toque, or a laminated whale 
ID guide that is perfect for 
keeping on your boat or kayak 
deck.
 During the interviews we 
will be looking for informa-
tion on how much time you 
spent on the water over the 
past two seasons, where you 
were working, whether you 
saw or reported any suspicious 
activity and, most importantly, 
what we can do to make your 
experience as a Coast Watch 

member better. Plans are underway 
for the 2nd annual Coast Watch 
Workshop in spring 2010 and we 
want your ideas to make it as inter-
esting and beneficial as possible.
 If you have already taken the 
time to complete an interview, 
Thank You! If you have not been 
contacted yet, please take the time 
when a surveyor calls you, or if we 
miss you, call the Haida Fisher-
ies office at 626.3302 and request 
an interview with Charmaine or 
Sharon. We are happy to hear your 
ideas and suggestions at any time!

BC Cetacean 
Sightings Network
2009 Haida Gwaii sightings
Humpback whales 66%
Killer whales 15%
Pacific white-sided dolphins 6%
Risso’s dolphins 3%
Minke whales 2%
Sperm whales 2%
Other or unidentified species 6%



We want to hear from you!
The 1-800 reporting line is working – but it could be 
so much better, says DFO. We would love to hear the 
phone ringing off the hook with hot tips! Our Coast 
Watch program needs your help in monitoring for 
suspicious or illegal marine activities in Haida Gwaii 
waters. To report your concerns, call the reporting 
line at 1.800.465.4336. Once a report is made, officers 
in the area are notified and an investigation begins. By 
working together, we can all contribute to the protec-
tion and sustainable use of the oceans around us.

Where are those whales? by Haida Fisheries Program

As many of you know from news-
letters and presentations, our 
stewardship focus has expanded 
to include marine mammal species 
at risk; particularly killer whales 
and humpback whales. Our main 
goal for these species is to iden-
tify critical habitats and feeding 
areas around Haida Gwaii. 2010 
promises to be an exciting year as 
we partner with the BC Cetacean 
Sightings Network (BCCSN) to ac-
complish this goal.  

In June 2009, Caitlin Birdsall 
gave public presentations about the 
sightings network in Massett and 
Skidegate. Since then, Caitlin has 
reported an increase in the number 
of sightings from this area and we 
would love to see even more. 
 The BCCSN is a conservation 
and research program based at the 
Vancouver Aquarium that has been 
cataloguing sightings since 2000, 
informing research and conserva-
tion projects throughout coastal 
BC. To date, over 44,000 sightings 
have been reported by more than 
2,000 people! Increased sightings 
from our area will provide informa-
tion that we need to help protect 
whales at risk in Haida Gwaii, and 
can further be used to protect spe-
cies at risk throughout the coast.
 As active members of the boat-
ing community, we know that you 
must experience some interesting 
encounters with whales, and we 
would love to hear about them! 
Reporting your sightings couldn’t 
be easier: you can log the species, 
date and sighting location online 
at www.wildwhales.org, email 
them to sightings@vanaqua.org, or 
call them in to 1-866-I SAW ONE 
(1 866 472 9663). The sightings 
network can provide a logbook to 
record the details of your encoun-
ters if you are out for many days 

The Abalone Recovery Imple-
mentation Group (AbRIG) met in 
Nanaimo this November for two 
days to discuss plans for rebuilding 
abalone through Coast Watch, re-
search, education and stewardship 
throughout the BC coast. Three 
members of the Haida Gwaii Aba-
lone Stewards participated to share 
our research plans and results, our 
Gr 4 school curriculum, and plans 
for next year’s research, which 
includes new work on kelp forest-
sea urchin-abalone interactions and 
potential effects of sea otters by 
graduate student Lynn Lee.

Much discussion took place 
around the draft Northern Abalone 
Recovery Action Plan written by 
the recovery team. This draft plan 
is unique: it is the first attempt in 

at a time – even waterproof log-
books for kayakers! The sightings 
network would love to get more 
information from Haida Gwaii 
because only a small percentage 
of their reports are from this area 
despite the fact that it is an incred-
ibly active place for many whales.
 The network will summarize 
annual information on Haida Gwaii 
sightings for our Coast Watch 
group so we can see what species 
were in what area at different times 
of year: in 2009, over 200 sightings 
were reported from this area. Some 

of the more interesting included: 
4 Risso’s dolphins over 10 days at 
Bag Harbour in July (usually found 
in open ocean areas feeding on 
squid); and 5 transient killer whales 
‘vacationing’ from California off 
the west coast of Moresby Island. 
 Make it one of your New Year’s 
resolutions to record whale sight-
ings in 2010 – we certainly will!  
Reporting whale sightings is one of 
the easiest ways to help conserva-
tion of these species at risk, and it 
is guaranteed to give you a warm, 
fuzzy feeling! 

Planning for recovery by Haida Fisheries Program

Canada to incorporate First Na-
tions traditional knowledge into 
a recovery plan, facilitated by 
working with the Haida Fisheries 
Program. Action Plans are required 
by the Species at Risk Act for all 
listed species. In 2009 the Com-
mittee on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada designated 
northern abalone as endangered, 
one category worse than its current 
threatened status. AbRIG mem-
bers, largely stewardship groups 
from BC coastal First Nations and 
DFO, were asked to provide input 
on this draft action plan that will 
then be revised for public input 
early in 2010. The AbRIG meeting 
provided a valuable opportunity to 
learn from others and generate new 
ideas.


